GULF

FENDER

Vol. 64, No. 3

Tyndall Air Force Base, Fla. Gulf Defender

Jan. 21, 2005

Tops in Blue

Tops in Blue will per-
form at 7:30 p.m. Wednes-
day at the Panama City
MarinaCivic Center. Tick-
ets will be available start-
ing at 10 am. Tuesday at
both the Base Community
Center and the Downtown
Marina. TopsInBlueisthe
Air Force's premier enter-
tainment showcase. It
brings the best in music,
dance and comedy — all
performed by men and
women in bluewho perform
90 minutes of non-stop live
entertainment for the entire
family.

Water outage

325th Civil Engineer
Squadron personnel will re-
placeafirehydrantonLincoln
Drivein the Bay View hous-
ing area 8 am. to 2:30 p.m.
Tuesday. The following
homesin Bay View will be
without water during this
time ... 2402, 2404, 2406,
2408, 2409, 2410, 2411,
2414, 2415 and 2417. For
more information, call 283-
4948 or 283-4949.

What's inside

® Tyndall library meets
many technol ogical needs
... PAGE 8
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... Paces 10-11
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for son
... Pace 15

1stLt. Albert Bosco

Looking up
Airmen 1st Class CIiff
Ferrero and Kevin Ramer,
F-15 Eagle Mission Ready
Airmen course students,
follow F-15 technical
orders during a post flight
cockpitinspection training
session. Both students
have completed two of
their four weeks of crew
chief certification training.
For more about different
Tyndall training missions,
see Page 9.

Air Force Secretary Roche officially retires

STAFF SGT.APRIL L APETODA
89th Airlift Wing Public Affairs

ANDREWS AIR FORCE
BASE, Md. (AFPN) — Air-
men, along with servicemembers
from more than 14 nations, bid
farewell to the 20th Secretary of
the Air Force Tuesday.

Deputy Secretary of Defense
Paul Wolfowitz presented Air
Force Secretary Dr. James
Roche the Department of De-
fense award for distinguished
public service upon hisretirement.
Hiswife, Diane, was recognized
with the exceptional civilian ser-
vice award.

Flanked by Airmen with an F/
A-22 Raptor in the background,
Air Force Chief of Staff Gen.
John Jumper was the host of the
event and spoke on changes the
Air Force has seen under the di-
rection of Secretary Roche. He
said the secretary’s personal
touch affected each Airman’slife.

“(Secretary Roche will be re-
membered for) all he has done
for them, for our Air Force and
for our nation,” the general said.

Mr. Wolfowitz presided over
the ceremony and hailed the sec-
retary for his “out of the box”
thinking, using the Air Forceina
new combat role with the Army
andfor instilling uniqueimprove-
ments in education for enlisted
Airmen.

The secretary wasappointedin
2001 and has been responsiblefor
the affairs of the Department of
theAir Force, including the orga
nizing, training, equipping, and
providing for the welfare of its
nearly 370,000 Airmen on active
duty, 180,000 Air National Guard
and Air Force Reserve Airmen,
160,000 civiliansand their fami-
lies.

Secretary Roche spoke of
leadership lessons he learned in
his earlier Naval career from

Larry McTighe

Air Force Secretary Dr. James G. Rocheis escorted through a pass-
and-review of the troops during his retirement ceremony here.

Navy Adms. Arliegh Burke and
Hyman Rickover in solving com-
plex problems, and how thoseles-
sons have stood the test of time.
The secretary closed by emotion-

ally reading a verse from the
Navy hymn, “Eternal Father,
Strong to Save.” The alternate
verse was written by Mary
Hamiltonin 1915.

Home of Air Dominance training
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Do | really need to lug around all this stuff?

CaPT. SusaN A. RoMANO
325th Fighter Wing Public Affairs

Asyou probably know, next week the
base is conducting Crown Royal 05-01,
or better known to the masses as awing-
wide deployment exercise.

Included in the exercise will be attack
response and anti-terrorism scenarios, a
maj or accident response exercisethat in-
cludesweapons of mass destruction, and
ademonstration of our ability to survive
and operate in the battlefield.

For those ‘playing’ in the exercise, it's
required to process through the deploy-
ment line with bags of heavy equipment,
supplies and for some, weapons. The
bagsincludethefull chemical warfareen-
semble and mask, field gear (web belt,
canteen, holster, mask carrier), uniforms,
undergarments, warm or cold weather
gear, toiletries, and various other neces-
sities.

Come on now, we've all done it ...
we've skimped on what really needs to
be in those bags during an exercise. In-
stead of afull set of three full uniforms,

11
As the saying goes, we
train like we fight, and that’s what

these exercises are all about.”

CapT. SusaN A. Romano
325th Fighter Wing Public Affairs

you'veonly shoved in oneor two. You've
rolled up on pair of socks, one T-shirt,
one pair of underwear, and maybe the
token toothbrush to represent all other re-
quiredtailetries. You don't fill up your can-
teen to the brim becauseit getstoo heavy.
You don’t even bother lugging your A-
bag with a sleeping bag and field mess
kit—you just leave that one at home.

You say to yourself, “Hey, it's only an
exercise, and it's not like I’'m going to
need all this stuff right now.”

But whilel tooamguilty, | quickly learned
you're selling yourself short. Ask any-
one who's recently deployed to the war
zone, and they’ll tell you, “Play likeit's
real, because it IS real over there—the
Alarm Reds, the mortar attacks, the need

to take cover, the bugs and rodents,” and
SO on.

Asthe saying goes, wetrain likewefight,
and that’s what these exercises are all
about. If you don't train yourself to pack
everything you need, then when the time
comes to ‘lug al that stuff around,” you
won't have disciplined yourself enoughto
befully prepared. Surethere's some arti-
ficiality in every exercise, but withno sign
of the Global War on Terror easing up any-
time soon, my bet would be that nearly
every singleunformed member will deploy
to awar zone during his or her career—
some more than once.

Thewar isnot being fought by the Army
or Marinesalone. Thousandsof Air Force
personnel (many in support functions) are
onthegroundin Iraqgand Afghanistan, fac-
ing the same threats and dangers our fel-
low Soldiers and Marines are facing.

So the next time you're packing your
bagsfor alocal exercise, redizethat ‘lug-
ging al that stuff around’ isawartime ne-
cessity and may one day be the stuff that
savesyour life.

Humanitarian effort shows America at its best

CoL. MicHAEL BoOERA

374th Air Expeditionary Wing vice commander

arcraft and HH-60 Pave Hawk hdicopters, sprinkled around work-

ablearfiddsin the affected countries. We are the Air Force piece of

UTAPAOQ, Thailand (AFPN) — At varioustimesthroughout my
23 yearsinthe U.S. Air Force, | have taken the opportunity to write
articlesfor my hometown newspaper in Vermont for my family and
friends to read and for home base newspapers where I’ ve been as-
sgned.

Today, | writeyou from Royd Tha Naval Air Station Utapao here
where| am deployed in support of Operation Unified Assistance, the
humanitarianrelief missioninsupport of thetsunami victimsin Thai-
land, Indonesiaand Sri Lanka.

| havemadealivelihood of flying F-16 Fighting Falcon combat air-
craft and am currently assigned as the 35th Operations Group com-
mander at Misawa Air Base, Japan. A couple of weeks ago, | was
preparingtofly aloca combat training missionwhen| received acall
from my boss. | was basicdly told to get some shots and pack my
bags because | was being sent to Thailand to hel p stand up the 374th
Air Expeditionary Wing. About 24 hourslater, | waslanding at Utapao
Airfied.

Combined Support Force 536, commanded by aU.S. Marine lieu-
tenant genera. | have never been involved in a humanitarian relief
effort and now | aminvolved in onerivaling that of any relief effort
ever!

It has been my honor to serve in such an operation. Asmuch as|
miss being away from my family and flying the F-16, it gives me
great satisfaction to be involved in arelief and recovery operation
versusthetypica combat operation | am so familiar with, and which
usualy involvessomesort of destruction. ThisisAmericaat itsbest!

Itisaso theAmericathat doesn’'t make the headlines very often,
or thelead story on our top TV news stations’ telecadts. Infact, this
relief operationisprobably not thelead story inthe United Statesany
longer.

Please keepin mind, themission continues. ..

Gradually, wewill let civilian governmental and non-governmentd
organizeations take over the bulk of the effort and most of us will
return to our home stations.

The Action Line is your direct
line to me. It is one way to make
Tyndall abetter place to work and
live.

Action Line calls are recorded
and staffed through the proper
agency.

The goal isto provide you with
an accurate, timely response. You
must leave your name, phone num-
ber or address to receive a re-
sponse.

Questions or comments of gen-
eral interest will be publishedinthis
forum. Thisavenue should only be
used after coordinating problems
or concerns with supervisors, com-
manders, first sergeants or facil-
ity managers.

If you're not satisfied with the
response or you are unable to re-
solve the problem, call me at 283-
2255.

For fraud, waste and abuse calls,
you should talk to the 325th Fighter
Wing Inspector General’s Office,
283-4646.

Calls concerning energy abuse
should be referred to the energy
hot line, 283-3995.

Bric. GEN. JAck EGGINTON
325th Fighter Wing commander

ANONYMOUS. DEPENDABLE. FREE RIDE,

a.a.d.d.

FRIDAY & SATURDAY 5:00pM - 5:00AM

AIRMAN AGAINST DRUNK DRIVING

The mission of the wing isto provide support to the intra-thester

airlift units, modtly flying C-130 Herculesand C-17 Globemadter 11l at its best!

Until then, | am proud tobeapart of thisrdief misson. ItisAmerica

867-AADD(2233)
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Recruiting duty open to junior Airmen

2ND LT. WiLLIAM PoweLL
325th Fighter Wing Public Affairs

Air Forceofficialsrecently began accepting applications
to fill Air Force recruiting positions in a move to possibly
reach out more effectively to potential young recruits.

The new program, targeting airmen first class, places
younger Air Force advocates with the ranks of more expe-
rienced recruiters, ranging from senior airmen to technical
sergeants.

In acareer field where only the best survive, people may
wonder if an airman first class has enough experienceor is
ready to handle the less-structured, “ be your own boss” at-
mosphere. But Senior Master Sgt. Jeffrey Kahapea, 325th
Fighter Wing career assistance advisor, believes any rank
canfill the position aslong asthey have the maturity, deter-
minationand drive.

“Airmenfirst class provide anew and young perspective
to the recruiter field,” he said. “They’re new to the Air
Force and can probably relate better to potentia recruits
than a seasoned veteran. These young Airmen can relate
their life experiences, prior jobs and future plans to new
recruits in alanguage that this new generation can under-
stand.”

Recruiting is an important Air Force program to ensure
the service is postured to meet any future challenges by
supplying the peoplerequired to operateitsmulti-million dol-
lar resources and equipment. The special duty assignment
provides a three-year bresk from the recruiter’s primary
job, and providesAirmen with breadth of experienceto add
to their growing number of skills, Sergeant Kahapeasaid.

“The training that recruiters go through is considered to
be the top salestraining coursein the world, and recruiters
aresought after by mgjor civilian companiesfor their skills.”

According to Staff Sgt. Kevin Kitchell, a Panama City
recruiter, the position resembles owning your own busi-
ness.

1
TheAirmen will be given more respon-
sibility than they could ever imagine, and |
think it will be awesome for their career.”

Starr ScT. KEVIN KITCHELL
Panama City Air Force recruiter

“You are your own boss and can do whatever you want,
within reason,” he said. “Recruiters have a lot of free-
domsand freeuse of Air Forceissued laptops, cell phones,
and agovernment owned vehicle. Thetraining givesyou
all thetoolsyou need, and it’sup to you to be as successful
as you want to be.”

Theinclusion of airmen first class within the recruiting
career field may benefit the Airmen as much as, if not
more than, the Air Force, Sergeant Kitchell continued.

“Aslong asthe Airmen know what the Air Force hasto
offer so they can effectively go out and sell the service, |
think it'sagreat idea. They are given more responsibility
than they could ever imagine, and | think it will be awe-
some for their career.”

One Tyndall member interested in the program is Air-
man 1t ClassEsmerd daPonce, 325th Air Control Squadron
weapons simulation technician, and she planned to begin
the application process thisweek.

“The first time | stepped into my recruiter’s office, |
knew | wanted to be one someday,” she said. “I may not
have as much Air Force experience has someone who's
been enlisted for years, but | feel | can motivate othersto
join. I think young peoplewill feel morecomfortablewith
recruiters of asimilar age, and now they’ [l havetheir chance
with thisprogram.”

For more information about recruiting, contact
www.afrecruiting.com, Sergeant Kahapea at 283-2222 or
Sergeant Kitchell at 763-1301.

Receipts mandatory
for filing DTS voucher

Ist L1. ALBERT Bosco
325th Fighter Wing Public Affairs

Tyndall members who
travel will nolonger bere-
imbursed if they don’t fax
their travel receipts when
filingaDefenseTrave Sys-
tem voucher.

AccordingtoanAir Edu-
cation and Training Com-
mand directive released
earlier this month, all
Tyndall travelers must
now attach recei ptstotheir
DT Strip recordswhenfil-
ingtravel vouchersor face
nonpayment.

Prior to AETC's direc-
tive, travelers here had a
coupleof options. DTSd-
lowed travelerstoeither fax
or scan their receipts into
the system, or approving
officias store them dec-
tronically per DOD Finan-
ciad Management regula
tion Volume 9, Chapter 2.

According to Ronda
Shinsky, 325th Comptroller
Squadron travel voucher
examiner, that way of com-
pleting voucherspresented
several problems here
making the move to the

new system necessary.

“Although travelers
could print a fax cover
sheet with abar code spe-
cific to their voucher and
wereprovidedtoll-freefax
number to send their re-
ceipts, many people
weren't sendingthemin,”
shesad. “Also, itiscum-
bersomefor approving of-
ficastokeepfileswithre-
ceiptsintheofficewhere
the approving took
place.”

Now, travelers must
sendinall lodging, rental
car, airlineticket receipts
and any receipt for a
claim of more than $75,
to get reimbursed.

Additiondly, approving
officials are reminded
they shouldn’t approvea
voucher that doesn’t
have the receipts up-
loaded, and they should
view each receipt for
completenessand clarity.

If travel ers experience
problems or have ques-
tionswith this procedure
they can call the DTS
Help Desk at 283-4201.

N

“Practice makes perfect.”
AIRMAN 1sT CLASS

M ATTHEW ADAMITIS
325th Security Forces Squadron

“Our exercisesteach uswhat our “It givesusthe ability to exercise
number one job is, which isto be  functionsand proceduresthat would

ableto respond to any contingency.”

SENIOR M ASTER SGT. JEFFERY K AHAPEA
325th Fighter Wing career assistance advisor

be required in acontingency or de-
ployed situation that are not part of
day to day operationsin peacetime.”
MASTER SGT. FRANK L ABROAD

How do you feel base exercises benefit military readiness?

325th Fighter Wing exercise and plans office

“When you do the exercises re-
peatedly theinformationisinstilled
inyour head so that it becomes sec-
ond nature.”

TecH. SeT. CLYDE ROLFE
Base Legal Office

Page 3
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Congratulations medical support
and nursing corps major, lieutenant
colonel and colonel selects!

Major

Seven Howell,
325th Medical Support Squadron
Gerald LaChance,
325th Medical Operations Squadron
Monica Lovasz,
325th Medical Operations Squadron

Lieutenant Colonel

Robert Nidea,
325th Aeromedical-Dental Squadron

Colonel

Paula Corrigan,
325th Aeromedical-Dental Squadron

The Gulf Defender is
published for people
like Airman Branden
Belush, 325th
Comptroller Squad-
ron customer ser-
vice technician.
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Steve Wallace
Sergeant Denny receives the Checkertail Salute Warrior
of the Week award from Col. Brian Dickerson, 325th
Fighter Wing vice commander.

The Checkertail Clan salutes Sergeant Denny, who manages
the Berg-Liles Dining Facility. He directs production of more
than 500 daily mea sand isresponsiblefor a$500,000 equipment
account. He aso organized the outdoor Airman Appreciation
Barbecue, aTynddl first. Heistheunit anti-terrorism monitor,
and led 43 military membersin contingency operationsduring
Tropical Storm Bonnie. Heisalso pursuing an educationin his
career field and volunteersinthelocal community.

Duty title: Dining Facility assistant
manager

Time on station: One year, two months
Time in service: Ten years, two
months

Hometown: Tampa, Fla.

Hobbies: Sports and music

Goals: Make master sergeant the first
time and finish associate’s degree
Favorite book: “Intensity,” by Dean R.
Koontz

Favorite movie: Carlito's Way
Favorite thing about Tyndall: The
weather and being close to family

Pet peeves: Individuals without goals,
focus or purpose in life

Proudest moment in the military:
Getting a flight in the F-15 Eagle

The Checkertail Salute is a 325th Fighter Wing
commander program designed to recognize
Tyndall’'s Warrior of the Week. Supervisors can
nominate individuals via their squadron and group
commanders. Award recipients receive a certificate,
letter from the commander and a one-day pass.
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Tyndall Airman runs marathon to save son’s life

2ND LT. WiLLiam PowELL
325th Fighter Wing Public Affairs

The Florida pavement felt the
pounding of two dedicated feet
during an annual 26.2-mile mara-
thon held in Orlando Jan. 9.

Staff Sgt. Michael Olson, 1st
Fighter Squadron Life Support
survival specialist, joined the
crowd of 24,000 runners, who
were each running with their
own inspiration, but few asemo-
tional ashis.

Sergeant Olson ran with ateam
of 19 civilians to help fund the
research of neurofibromatosis, a
rare genetic disorder affecting
his 2-year-old son.

According to the National Or-
ganization for Rare Disorders

Web site, neurofibromatosis, or
NF, is characterized by the de-
velopment of multiple non-can-
cerous tumors and areas of ab-
normal skin coloration.

Affected individuals may have
relatively large benign tumors
that consist of bundles of nerves.
Such abnormalities are often
evident by one year of age and
tendtoincreasein size and num-
ber over time.

“Hehad it since birth but doc-
tors didn’t discover it until he
was about 1-year-old,” said Ser-
geant Olson.

Doctors often choose not to
remove a tumor unless it inter-
feres with a person’s sight or if
it poses a threat to his life be-

cause it removes the nerves and
the sense of feeling in that spot,
he continued.

“He's already had one bump
on his body removed, but he'll
lose the sense of feeling if too
much is removed. He now has
12 spots on his spinal cord,” he
said.

Searching the Internet one day
for NF support groups, Sergeant
Olson discovered aWeb site ad-
vertising the Orlando marathon.
Participants could join teams or
run individually to raise money
for various cancer or disorder re-
search. He knew this was his
answer.

“Thiswasthefirst marathon |
ever ran, but | figured it would

benefit the research, the good of
my son and it might be fun. |
gave it ashot,” he said.

Sergeant Olson discovered
the Web site less than four
months before the mara-
thon. He began training
by running 3to 5 miles
a day and progressed
up to 7 to 10 miles a
day, eventually run-
ning 50 to 60 miles
per week.

“Work was ex-
cellent,” Sergeant
Olsonsaid. “I took
extended two-hour
lunches everyday

Staff Sgt. Michael Olson, 1st Fighter Squadron,
holds his son, Ryan, after running a26.2 mile
marathon which raised money for
neurofibromatosis research.

@ st RUN Pace 17
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Base Library provides access to aworld of knowledge

Steve RIDDLE
325th Service Squadron publicist

New technology and networking capa-
bilitieshelpthe Tyndall Library literally put
amillion books, hundreds of specialized re-
search data bases, or a college degree just
a few keystrokes away.

In addition to this modern array of re-
sources, thelibrary also featurestraditional
ones, such as books and magazine racks.

But what really catapultsthelibrary into
the 21st century isthe computer lab. Along
with the 26 computers, all with Internet
hookup, are two Internet lines for laptop
computers. Userscan surf the Web, check
e-mail, and use the printer and scanner, all
for free. Accordingto Tyndall Library di-
rector Jim Clark, a number of people al-
ready take advantage of these services.

“We have anywhere between 300 and
400 people using our computer lab every
day,” he stated. “Last year, our lab was
used more than 37,000 times.”

Mr. Clark said while some people are on
the computersfor entertainment purposes,
many are trying to further their education
—something they can easily do at the base
library.

“We support the education program here
onbase,” Mr. Clark said. “We canlook up
a college's reading list for a person, and
then buy those booksfor the personto use.”

The base library is also networked with

Steve Riddle

Bob Watson, asenior library technician,
checks anew shipment of books against
the delivery list. The library regularly
gets shipments of new books,
magazines, periodicals, audio tapes,
CDs, DVDs and educational materials.

Gulf Coast Community College, Troy
State University, and Embry RiddleAero-
nautical University, givingitsusersaccess
to those schools' databases, along with
many others.

“Our customers have access to liter-
aly hundreds of specialty research data
basesonling,” Mr. Clark stated. “It'sgreat
for the high school or college student, but
even if someone isworking on a Ph.D.,
we can help them. Wealso haveall these
materials in paper copy, CD and DVD
formats. If peoplerealized how muchwe
can help them with their schoolwork,
they’ d be lined up out the door.”

Another service offered to help the
education-minded customer is proctor-
ing college course examinations. Mr.
Clark said that in this age of online edu-
cation, proctoring testsisavaluabl e ser-
viceto provide.

“1f someoneistaking adistance-learn-
ing test, we will monitor the person tak-
ing the test, and then send the test re-
sultsback to theingtitution,” he explained.
“Once the results are graded, that per-
son isthen credited with completing the
course. We do about five or six of these
a week.”

The library also has a new systemin
placethat allows peopleto take practice
testsfor many college level, college en-
trance, or high school tests — all from
their home computers.

“They can take College Level Exami-
nation Program tests, the Armed Ser-
vices Vocational Aptitude Battery, col-
lege entrance level courseslikethe SAT
or ACT, or even a high school GED
test,” he said.

Along with being connected to several
of thelocal colleges, thefacility isalsoa
member of a consortium of more than
50 public libraries, giving customers ac-
cess to a staggering number of books.

“If we don’t have a book a customer
wants, then they can get on a computer
and click anicon, say for the Bay County
Library, and it takes them to that Web
site,” Mr. Clark said. “With thissystem,
they have access to more than amillion
books.”

With accessto so many titles, it seems
as though library customers could have
enough to read for years to come, but a
big problem thelibrary faces, according
to Mr. Clark, isthe need to continuously
provide new information. An amazing

amount of books and other materials are
delivered to the library regularly to sup-
port these needs.

“The base library hasto have new ma-
terials coming in al the time,” he ex-
plained. “We get all the best sellers, at
least 75 different titles each month just
on the book lease program. Wealso have
books on tape, and we get about 50 new
tittles a month. There are also books on
CDsthat aregreat if you'retaking along
trip somewhere.”

Mr. Clark also said there are plenty of
DVD and VHS moviesto check out —all
free.

“We have 900 DVDs and about 1,700
VHS movies,” Mr. Clark said. “They’re
new titles and old classics, and we have
abig collection of children’smoviestoo.”

And thereis more than just moviesfor
thekidsat thelibrary. Alongwith awide
variety of programsto help keep children
reading, the library is partnered with 19
different Bay County schoolsin the Ac-
celerated Reader Program.

“In the Accelerated Reader Program,
the books are designated with reading lev-
elsand points,” hesaid. “After reading a
book, the child getstested on it and if they
pass, they earn points and get credit for
reading that book. It helpsparentsto keep
their children at agood reading level.”

Steve Riddle
Karen Sugg, avolunteer at the Tyndall Library, reads to preschoolers Elena
Traver and Isaac Minkler Jan. 12 in the Children’s Reading Room. Children
from the base can meet at the library every Wednesday at 10:30 a.m. to
hear their favorite stories.

Thelibrary also has asummer reading
program for children and teens that Mr.
Clark said usually has about 60 children
participate. Healso said they all ook for-
ward to the big pizza party at the end of
each program.

A weekly reading program gives el-
ementary school-age children a chance
to be recognized as the “Reader of the
Week” and preschool story hour every
Wednesday morning gives toddlers a
chanceto hear their favorite storieswhile
they color or do other crafts.

But even with al that goes on at the
library, the staff isalwayslooking for ways
to improve or expand the services they
offer. One improvement that should be
up and running by early spring will actu-
ally give customers the chance to see
what is on the library’s shelves from the
comfort of their own home.

“WE' re going to have an online system
where, from your own computer at home,
you have online access to our card cata-
log system,” Mr. Clark explained. “You
get on our Web site, and you'll be ableto
seeif we have the book you want, and if
we haveit, you can reserveit. Thiswill
be available in March.”

The Tyndall Base Library is open ev-
ery day except Monday. For moreinfor-
mation, call 283-4287.
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ACS schoolhouse puts eyes In skies for Air Force

2ND LT. WiLLiAM PoweLL
325th Fighter Wing Public Affairs

When it comestoflying, the best
way to keep pilots safe is to keep
their aircraft gpart. But itisthejob
of onededicated group of Air Force
professionasto do the opposite.

Air battlemanagerskesppilotsin-
formed of which aircraft may be
hodtileinthearea, potentialy relay-
ing the gpprova to diminate atar-
get.

“Thisjob carriesalot of respons-
bility,” said Capt. Eric Lopez, 325th
Air Control Sguadron instructor.
“You may haveto bethe oneinter-
preting therulesof engagement and
deciding who's hostile by their ac-
tionsor inactions.”

Air battle managers begin their
training for thisrespongbility here.
The325th ACS graduates approxi-
mately 200 studentseach year from
the nine month program, whichin-
cludes ingtruction on different for-
mations and exercises, capabilities
of various fighter aircraft, the dif-
ferent air-to-air and air-to-ground
armamentsavailablefor use, aswell
asthe various threats to the jets.

Initialy, the students learn about
thedifferent typesof radar and how
they work. Next, they learn how to

direct two planesto meet head-on,
Sdeby sdeand procedurestoguide
jetstoatanker for sefeair refueling
operations. The studentsthen take
eight flights in the MU-2 twin-en-
gineturboprop planetogetthepilot's
perspective of the air battle man-
ager/pilot communicationlink.

“The students fly on the MU-2
so they can understand what the
pilot hearswhenthe student istalk-
ingontheradio,” CaptainLopez said.
“Students sometimes think that
when they say something on the
redio, theppilot shouldjust know whet
they aretalking about.”

Back ontheground, sudentscon-
trallingtheMU-2 get thefed of “live
control” but onamuchdower scale.
The dots on the radar scope move
much dower compared to an F-15
Eagle, so a student has more time
to correct an error.

After successfully passing the
MU-2 course, thestudentsenter the
large force exercise block, which
mimics awar. They interact as an
E-3 Sentry Airborne Warning and
Control System crew, where they
apply rulesof engagement, control-
ling aircraft and the computers and
Air Force doctrine.

“Thefirst part of LFE issmula

tor academics to prepare them for
the mock war. Afterward, they ac-
tudly stintheconsoletodoamis-
son,” Captain Lopez said. “They
bring it &l together and execute an
ar tasking order, which is pretty
muchalisting of al assetsthat fly in
awar.”

Thefina phase of their training
involves controlling the F-15s. By
now, the students have completed
112 of their 160 training days. In
thisphase, sudentsbeginwith1vs.
lintercepts, and gradually work up
to 2 vs. 2 engagements.

“WEe're hereto support the pilots
and tell them what they don’t see,”
CaptainLopezsad. “Thepilotsare
doing athousand things at oncein-
Sdetheairplaneaswell astryingto
seewhat’sgoingonoutsde. It'sour
jobtolook behind and onthesdeof
them and filter information they
need fromal theradiosthat welis-
tento.”

Followingatrainingflight, the B-
course pilot and air battle manager
students debrief to exchangeinfor-
mation and learn how to communi-
cate more effectively with each
other.

“If thepil otsdo something wrong,
they ownuptoit, andif wedo some-

Reading the way

Technical Sergeant John Niziol, an F-15 Eagle Mission Ready Airmen course
instructor, reviews technical orders for performing post-flightinspections with
Airman 1st Class Jonathan Greene, an MRA student, during an inspection
certification. Airman Greene is in his second week of the four week course.

thing wrong, we do the same,” he
said. “Sometimesyou havetored-
izewhosemigtakecontributedtothe
overd| effectiveness of the ride to
learnfromit. Itsasoatimetore
iterate to the student pilots that we
can't just give them information at
any pointintime. Our radar andra-
dioscanonly do certainthings.”
“My classhasn’t madeit that far
in the program, yet,” said 2nd Lt.
Mara Roedder, a 325th ACS stu-
dent. “But I’ ve heard the debrief is
a good exchange of information
between the two career fields.”

Senior Airman Benjamin Rojek
Second Lieutenants Joel Doss and Antony Braun, 325th Air
Control Squadron air battle manager students, use the skills
they learned in the classroom during an Airborne Warning
and Control System modeling system exercise.

Lieutenant Roedder ismorethan
half way through the program and
has recently entered block five,
the final phase. She said she
chosethiscareer path for thechal-
lenge.

“Most peoplefind thisjob very
demanding, and some even drop
out beforecompleting thetraining,
but | wanted ajob that would chal-
lengemy ahilities. Itisintimidat-
ing to control real aircraft instead
of dotson thesimulator, but that's
why we are given that responsi-
bility. We haveamissionto do.”

Class #
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1stLt. Albert Bosco
Senior Airman Eloris Hall, 325th Operations Support Squadron Airfield Management

Operations supervisor, demonstrates firing a starter-type pistol armed with a bird
dispersal device. Such devices make noises designed to discourage birds from
staying in the area, thus averting possible bird strikes to aircraft.

New radar system helps Tynd

1st L1. ALBERT Bosco
325th Fighter Wing Public Affairs

Tyndall-based F-15 Eagles and F/A-
22 Raptors are designed to be supe-
rior to any airborne threat except one
— birds.

Wildlife on and near Air Force in-
stallations pose a significant threat to
flying operations, but through arobust
Bird Aircraft Strike Hazard program
and the incorporation of new technol-
ogy, the serviceis striving to mitigate
the risk.

According to the Air Force Aviation
Safety Division Web site, 1,293 bird
strike incidents occurred Air Force-
wide in 2004, resulting in damages ex-
ceeding $45 million.

Although a variety of measures are
employed with success on adaily ba-
sis, bird strikes still occur. In 2003
Tyndall F-15s suffered 40 strikes re-
sulting in more than $1 million in dam-
age.

In oneincident, one of the aircraft’s
engines ingested a dove causing sig-
nificant engine compressor damage. In
2004, the baserecorded 11 strikes. One
involved a black vulture that caused
about $33,000 in structural damage to
an F-15 flying 600 feet above the
ground at a speed of 390 knots.

to repair the damage.

In 2004, a 95th Fighter Squadron F-15 Eagle sustained damage to
the fuselage near the jet's 20 mm cannon after the aircraft struck a
black vulture at aspeed of about 390 knots. It cost more than $30,000

Courtesy photo

all’'s BASH

Since October
began, there
have been five
strikes, of which
one resulted in a
cost of more
than $1 million
for repairs to an
F-15 engine that
ingested a cat-
bird.

operations.”

11
Everyone on Ty!
help to lessen the ri
porting bird and
populations that cou
tially be hazardous

MASTER ScT. MicHA

325th Fighter Wing Flight Saf
Bird/Wildlife Aircraft Strike Ha

To help reduce
the number and cost of strikes to
Tyndall aircraft, the base sought addi-
tional measures and embraced new
technology to supplement its program
and further eliminate the possibility of
incidents.

A new radar system, called the Bird-
Aircraft Collision Avoidance Radar
System, is scheduled to join Tyndall’s
arsenal in February. The system, simi-
lar to one already in use by the Air
Force at the Dare County Bombing
Range in North Carolina, will provide
valuable bird tracking information so
the airfield management team can use
appropriate dispersal measures in the
right areas.

“It's a radar system that uses two
radars to track birds,” said Ron
Merritt, president of DeTect Inc., the
Panama City-based company that
manufactures the system. “It has two
antennas, one tracking horizontally and
the other vertically. It will provide
data on bird concentrations around
Tyndall, which will help airfield man-
agement folks identify specific loca-
tions to target other bird avoidance
measures.”

Additionally, Mr. Merritt said the sys-
tem will help personnel to plan and
schedule flightsto avoid times and ar-
eas that bird populations may be
present and active.

In the future, the system could be
upgraded to provide real -time informa-
tion to the control tower, where air
traffic controllers can warn pilots of
the presence of birds, and eventually,
the system can belinked directly to the
cockpit so the pilot can see potential
hazard areas for himself, he said.

Whilethe system will provide aleap
forward in airfield management opera-
tions, the base still relies on current,
less-technological measures for wild-
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| program spread Its wings

life control.
ndall can MActcordingS tto
) aster gt.
Sk.:)gl rfe Michael Simons,
Wi 1€ 305th Fighter Wing
ld poten-  gjight safety NCO
to flight ang Bird/wildlife

Aircraft Strike

EL Simons  Hazard manager,
ety NCO and the base currently
zard manager

employs active
measures, such as
se of pyrotechnics, bioacoustics
oroadcasting wildlife distress
to discourage wildlife's presence
> flightline.
added Airfield Management Op-
Nns continually inspect the airfield
rdsand wildlife and conduct dis-
Is when necessary.
rds on and near the ground re-
I quickly to pyrotechnics and will
|y depart the area,” he said.
etimes they stay away, but some-
5 they return after a period of
added the base also uses pas-
measures such as maintaining
‘height near the runways to con-
ildlife near the Tyndall flightline.
aintaining the airfield to make it
ractive to wildlifeisthe primary
s of reducing bird and wildlife
s on and near the airfield,” he
“Thisincludes keeping the grass
) between seven and 14 inches,
ing standing water, keeping ca-
des clear and steep, as well as
ng bare areas.”
ile current measures are still
idered successful, Sergeant
ns said people are an important
 of the puzzle when limiting the
osed by wildlife.
reryone on Tyndall can help to
n the risk by reporting bird and
ife populationsthat could poten-
be hazardous to flight opera-
" he said.
ple should also refrain from en-
ging birds to congregate by not
ng them, he said.
e’ve all seen how quickly sea
flock when presented with food.
can imagine how our birdstrike
tial would increase if we were
ow this to happen on or near the
line.”

.
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Courtesy photo
The Bird-Aircraft Collision Avoidance Radar System, manufactured by DeTect
Inc., is atwo-radar system that scans the airfield for birds and provides airfield
operations members data on concentrations of wildlife. Tyndall is scheduled to
receive a similar unit sometime in February.

Courtesy photo
A 2003 bird strike involving a mourning dove and a 1st Fighter Squadron F-15
Eagle caused about $1.1 million in damage to the plane's engine. The bird was
ingested and damaged the engine's fan and compressor blades.

BASH meets forensics

Ist L1. ALBERT Bosco
325th Fighter Wing Public Affairs

Hometo theworld’sthird
largest bird collection
boasting more than
600,000 specimens,
the bird division of
the Smithsonian
Institute’s Na-
tional Museum o
of Natural Hiss
tory is more
than a mere
collection
point for all
aviary.

Scientists and researchers eagerly assist the
Air Forceinidentifying bird remains following
bird/aircraft strike incidents.

According to the Animal and Plant Health In-
spection Service Web site, the bird division's
feather lab is the world’s only full-time facility
dedicated to identifying bird species based on
feather remains.

Air Force aircraft maintainers collect remains
following abird strike and feather or blood smear
samples are sent to the feather lab for identifi-
cation.

Processing more than 1,200 casesfor the mili-
tary each year, the feather lab has the United
States’ second largest collection of bird species.
Ornithologists refer to the museum’s bird speci-
mens when matching remains, but in the event
remains aren’t readily identifiable, researchers
can use microscopesto identify the unique char-
acteristics of the smallest structures of a spe-
cies feathers, which is extremely helpful when
identifying certain types of birds.

Additional means of identifying bird species
include the use of genetics, where scientists
match a specimen’s DNA against a database.

Ironically, this amazingly technological and
complex serviceis provided to the military free
of charge, and results are typically returned
within 48 hours.

“By identifying the bird type we can deter-
mine if there are ways to make
the airfield less attractive
to that species,” said
Master Sgt. Michael =~
Simons, 325th Fighter
Wing NCO in-charge
of safety. “We can also
perform atrend analy-
sis for the species and
possibly modify our fly-
ing operationsto lessen
the risk.”

things
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Manpower career field open

TheAir ForceManpower and Organization
career fid is seeking qudified enlisted per-
sonnd, in the pay grades of E-4 and E-5, to
retrain into the Manpower career fidd. For
more information or for apersond interview,
contact Tech. Sgt. Robert Stegemeyer at 283-
8271.

Step Up Florida

Thedatewiderday tofocusonphysca ac-
tivity, Step Up Horidawill be Feb. 8. Volun-
teers will participate in the relay by tracking
mileage doing their favorite activity, beit jog-
ging, skating, biking, canoeing, jumping rope.
For specificinformation, or to Sgn up, contact
JuliaRuschmann at 872-4455 ext. 1369.

Base Legal closure

TheBaseLegd Officewill becosed today,
Monday and Tuesday. During this closure,
cdlams and notary assgtance will operate as
normal. However, thelega tesmwill only be
able to offer emergency lega assstance. For
immedisteassstance, cal 283-4681.

Babyless baby shower

TheEnlisted Spouses Clubwill behaving
a Babyless Baby Shower event 6:30 p.m.
Thursday inthe Community Center ballroom.
The event isheld to gather donationsfor the
Airman’s Attic, and features dl the food,
gamesand prizesof ababy shower. All items
should be unwrapped. RSV P by contacting
Amie Leo at 286-2285 or Mindy Keiffer at
286-8595.

OSC art auction

Tyndal Officers Spouses Clubannounces
the Spring Fund Raiser: An evening of Art
andWinetadting Feb. 11, a the Officers Club.
Thisart auctionwill featureacomprehensive
sdlection of elegantly framed arefromavari-
ety of classicand contemporary artists. There
will be appetizersand winetagting.

Theart preview and winetastingwill beat
6 p.m., and the auction beginsat 7 p.m. OSC
can earn more money smply based on the
number of peoplein atendanceat 8 p.m. All
areinvited to atend.

Heart Link session

The quarterly Heart Link sessonwill be8
am.to2:30 p.m. Feb. 25 at the Enlisted Club
Classicslounge.

Heart Link isafun-filled, fast-paced infor-
mation-packed orientation for spouses affili-
ated with the Air Forcefor five years of less.

Spousesof permanent party membersor stu-
dents are invited to attend this free program.
Spouses with more than five years can ben-
efit from Heart Link and areinvited to attend
on a gpace available basis. For more infor-
mation, cal theFamily Support Center &t 283-
4204/4205.

Guam tour length change

Theass stant secretary of defenseapproved
atour length change for Guam effectiveim-
mediately. Guam’snew tour length hasbeen
extended to 36 months accompanied and 24
months unaccompanied. However, the Air
Force received authorization to delay imple-
mentation of the new tour length until Jan. 1,
2006 duetoinfragructurelimitations. Effec-
tive Jan. 1, 2006, Guam assignmentswill be
condderedalongtour. For moreinformetion,
contact Magter Sgt. Jerome Jackson at 283-
8368.

RAO position open

The Retiree Activities Office has a direc-
tor podition open. The RAO director writes
for the base paper, puts anewd etter together
and attends retiree council conferences. To
apply, cal 283-2737from9am. tonoonMon-

day - Friday.

Tyndall announces 2005 open
house

The 2005 Gulf Coast Saute open house
and air show, “A Sdute to North America,”
takes place here May 14-15. The Canadian
Snowhbirds, aninternationaly renowned nine-
jet aerial demongtrationteam, will bethefea
tured highlight, along with the U.S. Army’s
Golden Knights parachutejump team. Many
other military and civilian aerid and ground
demosand displayswill beshowcased. Peri-
odically, the Gulf Defender and Commander’s
Access Channd will providefurther updates
and announcements about thisevent. Ques-
tions about the open house can be e-mailed
to: PAcontacts@tynddll.af.mil.

The Air Force Virtual Ed Center

TheAir Force Virtual Education Center, at
afvec.langley.af.mil, provides information
about educationa information and benefits.
Thepurposeof thissiteisto provide students
one-stop-shopping for al higher education
needs. AFVEC offers a wide array of on-
lineservicesto empower studentsto actively
participate in all aspects of their education.
ThissarviceoffersCLEPtesting, information
on Community College of the Air Force de-
gree, gpplication proceduresfor commission-
ing and testing for PM E completion.
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Spare tires ...

Airman 1st Class Jason Moore, left, and Senior Airman Matthew Hoefing,
both 325th Communications Squadron radar maintenance technicians
struggle to free atire from Tyndall Beach during the annual beach cleanup
Saturday here. More than 275 volunteers removed litter and uncovered
hundreds of tires and 7,000 pounds of debris that had washed ashore since

last year.

2nd Lt. William Powell

OSC scholarship

Tyndall Officers Spouses Club college
scholarship applications are now available
for qualified college-bound high school se-
niorsand military spouses. Applicationscan
be picked up at high school guidance coun-
selors office or at the Tyndall Education
Center. Deadline for application return is
noon Feb. 25. For more information, call
286-1447.

CE closure

Civil Engineer customer service person-
nel will provide Facility Managers Annua
Refresher training (makeup sessions) 8-11
am. or 1-3 p.m., Tuesday, at the NCO
Academy Auditorium, Bldg. 837. Thisis
mandatory training for al facility managers
who have not attended thisyearly training.

Men’s varsity softball team
Thoseinterestedintrying out for the Tyndall
AFB Men's Varsity Softball Team need to
attend the meeting a 3 p.m. today in the
main loungeof thecommunity activitiescen-
ter. Thosewho cannot attend, but areinter-
estedintrying out, contact Eric North at 283-
2054 or e-mall eric.north@tyndal.af.mil.

325th OSS change of command
Lieutenant Colonel Steven Schneider will
relinquish commandto Lt. Col. JamesRich-
ter at 3:25 p.m. today in front of theair con-
trol tower. In case of inclement wegther, re-

port to the 43rd Fighter Squadron hangar.
For moreinformation, contact 2nd Lt. David
Pratt at 283-2263.

Wood Manor housing project

The325th Civil Engineer Squadronwill be-
gin replacing existing water mains in the
Wood Manor Housing area from now until
the summer season. A letter identifying the
timesof periodicwater outageswill beplaced
on resident’s doors prior to any known im-
pact. This project will tentatively complete
al utility replacement in Wood Manor Hous-
ing. For moreinformation, call Huey Moore
at 283-4206.

Chapel Schedule

Catholic services

Daily Mass, 11:30 am. Monday-Friday
(Chapdl 2)

Recondiliation (before Saturday Massor by
gopointment)

Saurday Mass, 5 p.m. (Chapel 2)

Sunday Mass, 9:30 am. (Chapdl 2)

RdigiousEducation, 11am. (Bldg. 1476)
Protestant Sunday services

Communionsarvice, 9:30am. (Chapd 1)

Religiouseducationdasses, 9:30-10:30am.
(Bldg. 1476)

General Protestant service, 11 am.
(Chapel 2)

Sunday Night Live Service, 6 p.m.

(Chepd 1)
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‘Fourth Watch’ opens eyes, ears at TyndaII Chapel

AIRMAN 1st CLAss SaArRAH M cDoweLL

The band, which has been together since August 2003,

325th Fighter Wing Public Affairs

Aspartof their new* Sunday Night Live’ ministry, thechapd
will festure a contemporary Christian band at 6 p.m. Jan. 30

inChapdl 2.

Theband, called Fourth Watch, featurestwo Tyndall mem-
bers, Master Sgt. James Scroggsand Tech. Sgt. Petrick Tarin,
who bdlievetheir music hasmoretoit than just good sound.

“Our musicismostly entertainment, but wea sotry tomake
apositive impact on peoplé€'s lives through our songs,” said
Sergeant Tarin, 325th Maintenance Operation Squadronwing
analyst and bass player in the band. “We are serious about

our music, but we havefun doingit.”

And, the seriousnessabout hopeiswhat separatesthisrock

band from most playing ontheradio.

“Our music conveys amessage that thereis till hopeina
troubled world.” Sergeant Tarin said. “I hope it postively

impacts anyone who comesto see us.”

Thispositive message comesfrom the background culture

of the band and its members.

“The name was taken from Matthew 14:25 in the Bible,
where it says, ‘Jesus came in the fourth watch,”” said Ser-

geant Scroggs.

Master Sgt. James Scroggs

has played about 15 venues, spanning local churches to
the Panama City Marina Civic Center. The other two
members are Alan Blackburn, on lead vocals, and Chip

Chester, on lead guitar.

October in Chapel one.

vices.”

Mr. White says the reason they booked the band was
becauseitiswell known and, “they areareally good con-
temporary band who write alot of their own songs. They

real Iy rock!”

Courtesy photos

The chapel believes the contemporary sound of Fourth
Watch will bring people together to fellowship and learn
what SNL isall about and will give the band a chance to
play infront of their peers, said Chap. (Capt.) Randy Kitch-
ens, Senior Protestant chaplain.

The show will be apart of the Sunday Night Live pro-
gram that started asasmall core group the last Sunday in

“Thisis afarly new program that is a contemporary
worship experience with alive band, music and videos,”
said Chuck White, Protestant Parish coordinator.
concert will be good for the young and the young at heart
because we also have some retirees that attend these ser-

“This

Page 13

Courtesy photo
Chip Chester, lead guitar, Alan Blackburn, lead vocals and guitar, Sergeant Tarin,
bass, and Sergeant Scroggs, drums, perform during an outside venue. The
music of Fourth Watch is played to spread God’s word of Salvation and positively

affect anyone who is willing to listen, said Sergeant Tarin.

The Tyndal Tigers Men's Vardity bas-
ketbal| teeam was denied itsthird consecu-
tive championship but took third placein
theAnnua Southeastern Military Athletic
Conference Men'sMartin Luther King Jr.
Basketbd | Tournament Saturday and Sun-
day.

Intheir first game versusthe Nava Air
Sation PensacolaHyers the Tigersjumped
out to an early lead and increased to a 12
point margin with ahaf time score of 39-
27. In the second half, Tynddl’slead bal-
loonedtomarethan 20 points, asthe Tigers
took a83-61 victory.

Elvin Waker and Tommy Nixon tied for
game scoring honorswith 18 pointseach, fol-
lowed by Tysen Finawith17, and Rob Mont-
gomery and Omar Johnsonwith 10 pointseach.

Intheir second game of the tournament, the
Tigersfacedthe G'sAll Sars, alocd teamled
by former Universty of Mississippi center
Johnny Rogers.

The two sguads battled back and forth
throughout thegame, and Tigersguard Tommy
Nixon nailed athree-pointer with 13 seconds
remaningtogiveTyndal an80-79leed. How-
ever, theAll Sars Tony Johnson connected on
a 30-foot desperation shot with four seconds

remaining to givetheAll Starsthe gamewin-
ning shot with afina score of 82-80.

Omar Johnson and Tommy Nixonledabal-
anced scoring atack as they both scored 15
points, followed by Tysen Pinawith 12 points
and Anthony Showersand Rob Montgomery
with 11 points

The Tigers defeated the Eglin Eagles and
theHurlburt Fiedld Commandosinthenext two
games, leavingthemtoonceagainfacetheAll
Sars, withthewinner advancingtoplay inthe
championship gameagaing Keeder.

TheTigerstrailed 35-26 a the half and took
afour point leadwithtwo minutesremainingin

Tyndall Tigers finish third during SEMAC/MLK tournament

the second half, but two turnoversand sev-
erd missedfreethrowsgavetheTigersther
secondlosstotheAll Sarswithafind score
of 72-68 and they werediminated fromthe
tourney.

ElvinWaker ledtheTigersinscoringwith
agame-high 34 paoints followed by Tysen
Pinaand Anthony Showerswith 12 and 10
pointsrespectively.

TheTigerswill hogt the Commandosfrom
Hurlburt Field, Saturday: women-2 p.m.
and men-4 p.m. and Sunday: women-11
am. and men-1 p.m.

(Courtesy of the Tyndall Tigers))
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All Ranl_(s at the Enlisted Club
Dinner and
A Movie

Thurs., Jan. 20

IO Huckabees
Rated R
Oriental Buffet 5 - 7 p.m.
Movie 7 p.m.

Buffet style dinner: $6.95
Member price: $5.95
Non-Member Children: $3.95
Children age 7 and under eat free.
Youth under age 16 must be accompanied

by an adult. Movies subject to availability.

283-4357

Sports Page Pizza Pub at the CAC

Karaoke

Are you a singer,
musician,
comedian or poet?
Come out and join us! )
Jan.26 ,5to 9 p.m.{
1/2 off all Appetizers
$1.00 Beverage Specials
Call 283-3222

or 283-2495

for more information.

TYNDALL MARDI
GRAS PARADE

FEB. M 2005 M:20 P.1.
STAGING FROM THE MARINA CLUB

Pre d:arty parade /~

>

Free Entry. Military organizations

(& private orgs) are eligible to
compete for cash prizes to be

used toward a unit party at the club.

{ST PLACE FLOAT %300

Wood Manor .-
Housmg

2ND PLACE FLOAT 250
3RD PLACE FLOAT 150
HONORABLE MENTION ~ $50

RIDE A BIKE - ENTER A WAGON -
DECORATE A CAR - KEEP IT SIMPLE

OFFICERS’ CLUB ALL RANKS

TYNDALL MARDI

GRAS

FEB. 4, 2005 5 P.1.
MEMBERS $12.95
NON-MEMBERS $15.95

SIGN UP FOR MEMBERSHIP AT THE DOOR AND
GET MEMBER PRICE AND BE ENTERED TO
WIN A NEW DVD PLAYER!

CAJUN BUFFET: RED BEANS & RICE,
GUMBO, JAMBALAYA, KING CAKE

LIVE MusIC:
ZYDECOZ0O BAND

CONTESTS, PRIZES,
FORTUNE TELLER

For Details Gall
1Lt Stasny
283-3485

and hats for Club Members!
For more information
283-3222 / 283-2814

sSuper Bowl Feb.6th at the Pizza Pub

Bldg. 1027 on Louisiana Ave. Open at 1p.m- Game starts 5&3"%.0

Prizes include: 2 XBOX systems, T-shirts, coolers One large pizza and a pitcher

< ApT i
..:. .......... Mo feder’(’.ﬂ éﬁH rse meﬁmﬁpo nsar ?‘ﬁ'ﬁe«@

Tops In Blue

Marina Civic Center
Jan. 26 at 7:30 p.m.
Tickets available Jan. 25th, 10 a.m.,
at the Community Center Blg. 1027

Seating limited, 4 tickets per person will be
given out. Fist Come, First Served Basis.
.D. card is required, must be 18 yrs. of age.

Call 283-2495

© 283-4366

Outdoor Recreation

© 283-3199
February 6-9 Swim with the

Manatees

Cost per person $245. Journey to Crystal
River, winter home of over 300 gentle
giants. Experience the underwater
sanctuary of a life form fast becoming
extinct. Cost includes 3 night's
accommodations, transportation, 2-day
boat rental, Bonita Bay wet suit (limited
sizes), mask/snorkel fin combo, dry bag,
admission to Homosassa Springs State
Wildlife Park and the Tampa State Fair
admission. A $50 nonrefundable deposit
will guarantee your space. Trip must be
paid in full 7 days prior to departure. A
mandatory pre-trip meeting will be
scheduled.

Youth Center

Basehall & Softhall

Open Until Feb. 14

Al 'youth ages 514 may register. A birth
certificate, shot records, and a current
physical exam (not older than 1 year, as of 1
July, 04) due at time of registration. ~ Skills
evaluation for new players ages 9-12 and
1314 on Feb. 12. Practice begins Feb.-Mar.
and games begin Mar.-April.

Age Groups Cost

Coach Pifch........56yrs 525

Machine Pitch......78 yrs ~ $30

Minor Majors........310yrs ~ $35

Little Majors........11-12 yrs - $40

Dizzy Dean........... 1314 yrs S50

Girls Softball...10-12, 13-14 yrs 540

Additional $10 For non-members of Youth Center

ATTENTION!

information
Tickets,
and Travel

Is now located at the
Community Center

Tickets are available
Tue.-Fri.: 8 a.m.-5 p.m.
Sat.: 11 a.m.-5 p.m.

ITT Can Supply You With:
Discount Movie Tickets
Regional Theme Park Tickets
for more information call:
2853-2499

Travel Agent on Duty:
Mon.-Fri.: 11 a.m.-3 p.m.

The agent can provide
information and book
Airline Flights, Cruises &
Lodging
Call 283-2864

Get ready to...
Skate |.I|(B aPro

Sign up for Freestyle/Flatland Skateboarding
Learn basic to advanced tricks taught by
former World Freestyle Amateur Champion
and current touring professional
John Leathers, Classes are open to ages 7
and up and the cost is $20 per session or
$75 for 4 sessions.
(Classes are held at the Youth Center gym
and will include special skate trips
with Team “TNT" and special guest skaters
Program dates and times are as follows:

Jan. 29: 3-5 p.m.

Feb. 12: 3- 5 m.

Feb. 26: Skate ark Trlp

Mar. 12; 10-1

Mar. 26: 10-12 m

Call 2834366

for more information.

FRESLTOE
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Fighter Squadron proves Boneheads arewinners too

MAsTER SGT. MARY McHALE
325th Fighter Wing Public Affairs

Air Education and Training Command
officials selected the 95th Fighter Squad-
ron as AETC’'s 2004 Top Operations
Squadron.

Charged with “Training the world's
greatest Air Dominance fighter pilots for
the combat air forces’ according to Mg.
John Schoeppner, 95th FS assistant direc-
tor of operations, squadron members rep-
resent an array of specialtieswhoseteam-
work executesthat mission daily.

“Pilots are by no means the only ones
involved in our success,” Major
Schoeppner said. “ There' sintelligence, life
support, and our administrators. A lot of
the award package was dedi cated to them
and the good work they do.

Also, without the great maintenance and
maintainersat Tyndall, the 95th FSwould
never have been competitive for this
award. They do an outstanding job keep-
ing the world's greatest air superiority
fighter flying day after day.”

Andfor that reason, the mgjor hesitated

to attribute the award to any specific rea-
son or event.

“It's hard to say what put us over the
top,” hesaid. “But it'svery rewarding be-
causethere are many other squadrons, es-
pecialy the 1st and 2nd Fighter Squadrons
here, that are absolute professionals, not
to mention those at the command level.
Receiving thisaward is both exciting and
humbling.”

Accolades in the award package in-
cluded operational initiatives such asnight
vision goggle instructor training, student
night vision goggletraining and being the
first AETC F-15C squadron to field, em-
ploy and train students with Fighter Data
Link. Datalink helpswar fighters main-
tain overall battle situational awarenessby
providing shared information directly tothe
cockpit. Mgjor Schoeppner said theseini-
tiatives also added to the challenges in-
structors and studentsfaced throughout the
year.

“There are alot of new changes to the
F-15C —especidly night vision gogglesand
datalink capability. It'sachallengetoin-

corporatethose aspectsinto the basictrain-
ing syllabusand ensurewedoit safely with
students who have never been in an F-15
before.”

In fact, he added perhaps the most sig-
nificant aspect of the squadron’s program
isastudent’stransition overall —from stu-
dents with zero time in a fighter to war
fighting machines.

Master Sgt. Mary McHale
First Lieutenant Elizabeth Young, a 95th Fighter Squadron F-15C student pilot,
speaks with Staff Sgt. Chris Pollock, 95th Aircraft Maintenance Unit crew chief,
prior to a training sortie Wednesday.

“It'san impressive feat,” he said.

Students begin the course studying aca-
demicsand experiencing theflight smula-
tor. Thenthey learnto devel op proficiency
in basic emergency procedures and cock-
pit familiarization. From there, they learn
tofly basic fighter maneuversand employ

o ssE BONEHEADS Pace 17
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Airman 1st Class Sarah McDowell

A helping hand ...

Koleman Joy, son of Maj. Erik Joy, 1st Fighter Squadron instructor pilot,
donates money to the Tsunami victims at the booth at the Base Exchange.
The booth raised about $1,400. People who would still like to donate money
to the relief effort can contact their unit first sergeant or designated
personnel, or call Tech. Sgt. Brian Hoppe at 283-2874. The campaign will
end at close of business today.

AFAS grants money to
AF dependent students

The officia charity of
theU.S. Air Force, theAir
Force Aid Society, has
now opened the applica
tion process for depen-
dent education grants.

The grants are open to
dependentsof activeduty
Air Forcemembers, Title
10Active Guard Reserve
on extended active duty,
Title32 AGR performing
full-timeactiveduty, retir-
ees including retired re-
servist who have 20 or
more qudifying years of
service, and children and
spouseswho areresiding
stateside of deceased ac-
tive duty and Title 10

AGR Air Force members.

“Don’'t think you won’t
qualify,” said Master Sgt.
David Brett, 325th Mission
Support Squadron Family
Support Center assistant
Chief and AFAS officer.
“Tyndall had 60 percent of
the applications that were
submitted, approved, for the
2004-2005 season.”

The rank of the sponsor
of the applying dependents
for these successes, ranged
from E-3to O-4.

ThedeadlineisMarch 11.

For more information or
to pick up an application,
visit the AFAS at the Fam-
ily Support Center, or visit

the Air Force Aid

Society’s Web site at
www.afas.org. For more
information, contact Ser-
geant Brett at 283-4204.

(Courtesy of the Fam-
ily Support Center.)

o
A

Get the
news at
www.af.mil
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® From RUN Pace 7
just to run, and it became
my life. Without the 1st
Fighter Squadron’smorale
and financial support, |
probably couldn’t have
donethis.”

His team of 20 raised
nearly $60,000 for the re-
search, whichisin addition
to the funds raised by the
team in other
events.

“The NF
team runs
about 12-15
marathons a
year. Each
race raises

about $50,000for
the research,” he
said.

In addition to ben-
efiting the search for a
cure, Sergeant Olson dis-
covered a new interest in
the process.

“I"'m totally excited
about running marathons
now,” he said. “| didn't
think it would be, but it's
addictive. All the training
and hard work paid off be-
cause now | can't wait to

go out and do another one.
It'ssomething | want to do
for the rest of my life.”
Sergeant Olson com-
pleted theraceinfive hours
and 15 minutes, which
placed him in the top 37th
percentile, but hesaid he's
more proud of finishing
something that most
people don’t even
attempt.
“Only
three to five
percent of
the popula-
tion will run a
marathon and
only oneor two per-
cent will actually
complete it,” he said.
“lI got a major flu the
week beforetherace, and
my knee locked up less
than three miles from the
finishline. | had to physi-
cally hobble over the fin-
ishline. The combination
of the hard work and help-
ing my son and the re-
search made the finish
very emotional. It wasone
of the best feelings in my
life.”

® From BONEHEADS Pace 15
tactically asatwo-ship formation. Their training
culminatesin several sortiesflying inafour ship
formation against a number of adversaries.

In 2004, according to the award narrative, the
squadron graduated 35 F-15 pilots and squadron
members“ expertly managed 11 syllabi, 3,975 stu-
dent sorties, 1,181 simulator and 8,160 academic
hours without error.”

The squadron was also selected to represent
AETC during William Tell 2004, an air-to-air and
weapons load competition that recently resumed
after an eight-year hiatus.

The sguadron’sresource manager, Master Sgt.
Ricky Rivers, achieved command and Air Force-
level recognition for his efforts as the squadron
aviation resource manager.

The narrative recognized squadron members’
effortsin the base and local communities aswell.
Noting the " squadronisvisibly involved in every
sector of the community providing positive role
models and leaders,” it described severa mem-
bers' involvement in avariety of community ac-
tivities — from coaching sports to teaching Sun-
day School to volunteering to deliver Meals on
Wheels.

“We had avery busy year,” Major Schoeppner
said. “And the thingswe did, we did very well.”
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DOD official approves
expanded use of flu vaccine

GERRY GILMORE
Air Force Print News

WASHINGTON (AFPN) — Aspart of nationa effortsto protect more people against
the flu, the Defense Department’s top health officia authorized the use of military flu
vaccine previoudly held in reserve.

On Jan. 14, Dr. William Winkenwerder Jr. signed a memorandum directing the ex-
panded use of stored flu vaccinefor servicemembersand other eligiblerecipientssuch as
family members and military retirees. Thispolicy change allowsthe servicesto giveflu
shots to non-high risk persons, including active-duty, while continuing their aggressive
effortsto get high-risk beneficiaries vaccinated.

Theflu is acontagious respiratory illness caused by influenza viruses. About 36,000
Americans die from the flu each year. DOD now has about 500,000 doses of the
vaccinein storage, mostly intheform of intranasal vaccine (Flumist), officials said.

A major provider of the injectable vaccine announced in October that its vaccine was
defective. Thus, due to an expected shortage, DOD officials directed that only
servicemembers being deployed overseas and other high risk persons should receivethe
fluvaccine. A relatively benign flu season thusfar and sparseturnoutsfor vaccination by
those at high risk to the flu seem to have mitigated the expected vaccine shortage.

DOD has now resumed mandatory total force flu vaccination “for servicemembers
whose command has vaccine available to them.” Guidelinesfor high risk persons who
receive priority for injectable vaccine have been expanded to include anyone over the
age of 50, as well as children 6-23 months of age, pregnant women and those with
chronic diseases.

Themajority of active duty servicememberswill receive Flumist, which must be used
before Feb. 8. Thisyear’sflu season is expected to peak sometimein February, officias
said. Vaccination against theflu “isthe best way to protect yourself and your family from
influenza,” said Dr. Julie Gerberding, Centersfor Disease Control and Prevention direc-
tor. Dr. Gerberding said that “late-season vaccination is effective’ against the flu. She
urged unvaccinated people at risk to try once again to obtain immunization.

The 325th Medical Group has begun immunizing all active duty personnel with flu
vaccine. Unvaccinated personnel may cometo Immunizations clinic between 7:30 am.
to 4 p.m. to receive the vaccine. In addition, 325th MDG personnel will be setting up a
Flumist “shot ling’ Jan. 21 a Spiritual Maintenance, Bldg. 532 ontheflightlineside of the
base, between the hours of 7:30 am. to 4 p.m. For any questions, call Capt. Karen
Kramer at 283-7138. (The 325th Medical Group contributed to this article))
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1stLt. Albert Bosco

Free trees

Dann Childs, 325th Civil Engineer Squadron Environmental Flight forester,
shows alongleaf pine sapling to Tech. Sgt. Dan Neely, 325th Fighter Wing
Public Affairs. Up to 10 saplings of various types of trees are available free
from Natural Resources while supplies last. The saplings are being offered
to Tyndall members on and off base in recognition of Tyndall's continued
commitment to supporting Arbor Day, which is held Jan. 21 each year.
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